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In 1857, Adam Brenner

~came to Doniphan from

Memphis, Mo. He was
coaxed into coming by
Austin Forman to
organize a brass band for
the new community.
Forman saw it a needed
promotional feature for
Doniphan. Brenner im-
mediately became a
competitor in the dry
goods business and later
built an elevator.

A pioneer missionary
priest built St. John the
Baptist Church and wrote
to Abbot Wimmer,
describing Doniphan as a
town which would in time
‘“rival Cincinnati and St.
Louis.”

Abbot Wimrher ‘made a
long trip to Doniphan in
November of 1857 to
confirm the report of the

_ uprising city. He was so

impressed with Doniphan
that in 1858 he permitted
St. John the Baptist to
become an independent
priory and the forerunner

of the present St.
Benedict’s Abbey at
Atchison.

Doniphan was by now
ready to take its place as a
pioneer city with all the
rugged essentials of a

“frontier community. On

many days as many as
five Missouri River boats
would stop at the city
dock, Doniphan’s
warehouses were open 24
hours a day.

On Sept. 12, 1858, the
riverboat the ‘‘Min-
nehaha” took away the
first big shipment of flour
ever to leave Kansas. The

shipment consisted of 100

sacks milled at the flour
mill at Palermo, Kan.

In 1872 Doniphan got a
railroad, when the
Palmetto, popularly
called the ‘‘Bobcat’’ was
built from Atchison to St.
Joseph by way of
Doniphan and the now
ghost towns of Geary City
and Palermo. It also went
through Wathena“ and
Elwood. Doniphan was
also served bv the

. Symns

- This church

church and established St.
Benedict’s at Atchison.

More than just the
pullout by the priests
facilitated the downfall of
Doniphan. John Forman
gave up the battle to keep
the town going in 1865 and
moved to Texas. Austin
Forman diéd in 1864 and
James moved to Everest,
where he died in 1892.

Fire played a
destructive role in the
history of Doniphan. It

kept the town from
becoming firmly
established. In 1872 the

Brenner elevator burned.
It cost $16,000 when it was
built in 1867 and had a
capacity of 40,000 bushels.
Instead of rebuilding the
elevator, Mr. Brenner
began raising grapes and
making wine, a profession
which spread his
reputation throughout the
Middle West.

Prior to that fire, on
June 2, 1871, the A.B.
smokehouse
burned. It contained 30,000
pounds of bacon at the
time. Symns moved on to
Atchison to found the
Symns Grocery Company.

Not even St. John the
Baptist Church escaped
fire. The original church
and parish house were
destroyed by fire in 1863. A
new church was built on
land donated by Brenner.
is still in
operation today. As late as
1912 scholastics from St.
Benedict’s located the
foundation of the old
church and a marker was
placed at the site by
priests from St. Benedict’s
Abbey.

Many historians do not
agree on what sent
Doniphan into reverse.

Some say that when the
Missouri River changed
its course to make
Doniphan an inland town,
its days as a flourishing
community were num-
bered.

Others say that the
Forman brothers were

town’s lots too high. Many
incoming settlers would
compare the price of
Doniphan lots to values
with sites in St. Joseph and
Atchison and chose the
latter
stead.

Many feel the decision of
the pioneer priests to give
up their stronghold in

communities in-

‘Doniphan for the more

promising future of
Atchison was the turning
point.

Whatever the reason
may be, the town simply
didn’t grow as planned.
The citizens who now
populate .the town have
one consolation. The cities
of Geary City and
Palermo, once rivals of
Doniphan, are now
complete ghost towns.

Doniphan was an unruly
town in its younger days.
Doniphan often drew the
rougher elements of St.
Joseph and Atchison.
Included in its many acts
of pioneer violence was
what some historians hold
the first shot fired in the

Civil War. Pattrick
Laughlin, the first tin-
smith, had joined the

Doniphan Danites without
knowing that it was a free
state secret society
committed to the
asgsassination of all pro-
slavery men.

hen Laughlin

Jdiscovered the company

he was keeping he went to
St. Joseph and published
the secrets of the Danites.
On the morning of Nov. 28,
1855, he was approached
on the street by Samuel
Collins, a loyal Danite who
operated a sawmill on the
river bank. Collins fired at
Laughlin point blank, but
the gun didn’t go off. He
then stabbed Laughlin,
Collins was then shot by a
Laughlin admirer named
Lynch. Collins clubbed
Lynch into un-
consciousness with his gun
butt before dying.
Laughlin and Lynch
recovered, but the in-
cident resulted in the
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HISTORICAL NOTES AND COMMENTS Alexander William Doniphan, Jr.

State Historical Society of Missouri

Society Receives Doniphan Family Portraits
Painted by George Caleb Bingham

In May 1990, the State Historical Society of Missouri became the
recipient of a prized collection of Alexander Doniphan family portraits
painted by noted Missouri artist George Caleb Bingham. The four
portraits of General Alexander William Doniphan, Mrs. Elizabeth Jane
Thornton Doniphan, John Thornton Doniphan and Alexander William
Doniphan, Jr., were given on a lifetime loan to the Society by Thornton
Hough of Winter Park, Florida. In accordance with the will of his
father, Charles P. Hough, the paintings will eventually become the
permanent property of the Society. Thornton Hough is a descendant of
the Doniphan family in whose possession the portraits had remained
since Bingham painted them. The companion portraits of General and
Mrs. Alexander W. Doniphan, both measuring 30” x 25”, probably
were painted by Bingham in Liberty, Missouri, around 1850. State Historical Society of Missouri

Alexander William Doniphan, soldier and statesman, was born in General Alexander William Doniphan
Mason County, Kentucky, July 9, 1808. He studied law at Augusta
_ College in Kentucky and emigrated to Missouri in 1830. Eventually
- settling in Liberty, where he opened his law office, Doniphan was , Elizabeth Jane Thornton Doniphan
elected to represent Clay County in the state legislature in 1836, and
again in 1840 and 1854.

Doniphan took an active part in early military activities of Mis-
souri. As a commander in the Ist Brigade, he participated in the
conflict between Mormons and non-Mormon Missourians. In 1838, he
refused to execute Mormon prophet Joseph Smith and others of his
followers, proclaiming it cold-blooded murder. The Mormons later left
Missouri for Illinois.

In May 1846, Doniphan raised troops for volunteer service in the
Mexican War. Serving under General Stephen W. Kearny in the Army
of the West, Doniphan marched to Santa Fe, Chihuahua and Monter-
rey, Mexico, where he posted victories in several famous battles. His
expedition is considered the longest campaign march in American
military history. While in New Mexico, he served as acting governor
and helped create a code of organic laws for the new territory that
resembled the statutes of Missouri. He also concluded an important
treaty with the Navaho Indians.

In 1861, Doniphan served as a delegate to the Peace Conference at
Washington, D.C., called by the Virginia legislature to satisfy the states

State Historical Society of Missouri

State Historical Society of Missour
John Thornton Doniphan
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of the far South on the slavery issue. That same year, he was elected to
the state convention to determine whether Missouri should secede from
the Union. Although a slaveholder himself, he opposed secession and
remained loyal to the Union.

Doniphan settled in Richmond, Missouri, the county seat of Ray
County, in 1868. There he practiced law and served as president of the
Ray County Savings Bank. He died there, August 8, 1887.

Elizabeth Jane Thornton Doniphan, the eldest of eight children of
Colonel John and Elizabeth (Trigg) Thornton, was born December 21,
1820, in what is now Clay County. She was believed to be the second
white child born in that county. Her parents lived at the time in a
blockhouse for protection from the Indians. Elizabeth grew up in a
prosperous, influential, Baptist family. An industrious reader, she was
surrounded by a well-selected library and studied in her home under
teachers employed by the family. She and Alexander W. Doniphan
were married on her seventeenth birthday, December 21, 1837.

A charming, conversant hostess, Mrs. Doniphan exhibited her
domestic talents in the local Clay County Agricultural and Mechanical
Society Fair by winning the premium award for a candle matt entry in
1854 and judging the embroidery work in 1855. Her interest in educa-
tion was evident in her civic contributions of 1847. She served on a
committee to secure subscriptions from residents of Liberty Township
for a proposed co'™.ge. She, herself, subscribed $200 toward the college.

A devout Christian woman, she joined the Disciples of Christ -

church in Liberty in the 1840s. An invalid several years, she died, July
19, 1873, in her sisters’ home in New York City.

The portraits of the sons, John Thornton Doniphan (1838-1853)
and Alexander William Doniphan, Jr. (1840-1858), traditionally have
been attributed to Bingham. Both portraits, measuring 20” x 16 1",
probably were painted from photographs after 1860, following the
subjects’ deaths.

Both sons died at a young age. John, the elder, died of accidental
poisoning, May 9, 1853, at the age of 15. Alexander drowned while
attending Bethany College in Virginia, May 11, 1858.

The four Doniphan portraits will be prominently displayed in the
Bingham Wing of the State Historical Society Art Gallery during the
Society’s annual meeting, November 10.

Brick Machine

Fayette Boon's Lick Times, January 10, 1846.
A machine has been invented by Mr. Hall, of Coxsackie, N. Y. with which one
person can mould 14,000 [bricks] in a day, which are superior to those made by hand.
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DoniphanNamedForWarHero
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Doniphan was founded
by James F. Forman in
1854. He had come to
Kansas in 1843 from

- Kentucky after a brief

stop in Memphis, Mo.

Doniphan got its name
from Col. Alexander W.
Doniphan. Doniphan, a
war hero of the day for his
exploits in the Mexican
War, was enlisted as a
private in the Clay County,
Mo., company of the first
regiment of Missouri’s
mounted volunteers. He
was elected colonel of the
outfit before it left Fort
Leavenworth.

On Sunday, Feb. 28,
1847, he and a band of 1,000
volunteer Missourians
wiped out a Mexican army
of 5,000 in the battle of
Sacramento. Only four
Missourians were lost in
the battle and Doniphan
.was an instanthero.

The township in which
Doniphan is located,
Wayne, also got its name
from a war hero, Mad
Anthony Wayne, who
gained his fame during the
American Revolution. It
was suggested by A.H.
Dunning, an early county
commissioner who had
come to Northeast Kansas
from Wayne County, Mo.

Forman, the founder,
went to St. Joseph on Nov.
7, 1854 to organize the
Doniphan Township
Company. His brother
John Forman, was made
treasurer of the company.
James was elected a
trustee and was com-
missioned to survey the
town at $2.50 per city
block. He received “his
payment in town lots.

Even though Joeph Utt
had previously built a
trading post on the river
bank, which was later
washed
James Forman built the
first formal house in the
new settlement. He used
old lumber from the
wreakage of the steam-
boat, ‘‘Pontiac,” for the
house.

Doniphan held its first
formal election in October
1855. The lone polling
place was in the hotel,
constructed by Forman.
Another brother, Austin,
had joined James and

John, and together they:
“opened the first dry goods

store.

John Forman brought
respect for the community
when he was named to be
a member of the Kansas
Constitutional Convention
in 1859. James Forman
built the first school in
1874. He charged the town
$8,000 for the school
building.

Memphis,

into the river,:

In 1857, Adam Brenner
came to Doniphan from
Mo. He was
coaxed into coming by
Austin Forman to
organize a brass band for
the new community.
Forman saw it a needed
promotional feature for
Doniphan. Brenner im-
mediately became a
competitor in the dry
goods business and later
built an elevator.

A pioneer missionary
priest built St. John the
Baptist Church and wrote
to  Abbot Wimmer,
describing Doniphan as a
town which would in time
‘“rival Cincinnati and St.
Louis.”

Abbot Wimmer ‘made a
long trip to Doniphan in
November of 1857 to
confirm the report of the
uprising city. He was so
impressed with Doniphan
that in 1858 he permitted
St. John the Baptist to
become an independent
priory and the forerunner

of the present St.
Benedict’s Abbey at
Atchison.

Doniphan was by now
ready to take its place as a
pioneer city with all the
rugged essentials of a

" frontier community. On

many days as many as
five Missouri River boats
would stop at the city
dock. Doniphan’s
warehouses were open 24
hours a day.

On Sept. 12, 1858, the
riverboat the ‘‘Min-
nehaha” took away the
first big shipment of flour
ever to leave Kansas. The
shipment consisted of 100
sacks milled at the flour
mill at Palermo, Kan.

In 1872 Doniphan got a
railroad, when the
Palmetto, popularly
called the ‘“Bobcat’’ was
built from Atchison to St.
Joseph by way of
Doniphan and the now
ghost towns of Geary City
and Palermo. It also went
through Wathena  and
Elwood. Doniphan “was
also served by the
Atchison and Nebraska
Line.

But the
Doniphan had already set
in. The aging Father
Henry was replaced by
Father Casimir Seitz, who
was the first priest to be
ordained in Kansas, and
Father Augustine Wirth on
June 12, 1857. Within two
years time the two new
priests decided that
Atchison, not Doniphan
was destined to becony
the dominant town on f
Kansas side of the ri
They left St. John

Baptist as a missj

. Symns

- This church

decline of

church and established St.
Benedict’s at Atchison.

More than just the
pullout by the priests
facilitated the downfall of
Doniphan. John Forman
gave up the battle to keep
the town going in 1865 and
moved to Texas. Austin
Forman diéd in 1864 and
James moved to Everest,
where he died in 1892.

Fire played a
destructive role in the
history of Doniphan. It

kept the town from
becoming firmly
_established. In 1872 the

Brenner elevator burned.
It cost $16,000 when it was
built in 1867 and had a
capacity of 40,000 bushels.
Instead of rebuilding the
elevator, Mr. Brenner
began raising grapes and
making wine, a profession
which spread his
reputation throughout the
Middle West.

Prior to that fire, on
June 2, 1871, the A.B.
smokehouse
burned. It contained 30,000
pounds of bacon at the
fime. Symns moved on to
Atchison to found the
Symns Grocery Company.

Not even St. John the
Baptist Church escaped
fire. The original church
and parish house were
destroyed by fire in 1863. A
new church was built on
land donated by Brenner.
is still in
operation today. As late as
1912 scholastics from St.
Benedict’s located the
foundation of the old
church and a marker was
placed at the site by
priests from St. Benedict’s

Abbey.
Many historians do not
agree on what sent

Doniphan into reverse.

Some say that when the
Missouri River changed
its course to make
Doniphan an inland town,
its days as a flourishing
community were num-
bered.

Others say that the
Forman brothers were
very greedy. They often
pegged the price of the

town’s lots too high. Many
incoming settlers would
compare the price of
Doniphan lots to values
with sites in St. Joseph and
Atchison and chose the
latter communities in-
stead.

Many feel the decision of
the pioneer priests to give
up their stronghold in
‘Doniphan for the more

promising future of
Atchison was the turning
point.

Whatever the reason
may be, the town simply
didn’t grow as planned.
The citizens who now
populate .the town have
one consolation. The cities
of Geary City and
Palermo, once rivals of
Doniphan, are now
complete ghost towns.

Doniphan was an unruly
town in its younger days.
Doniphan often drew the
rougher elements of St.
Joseph and Atchison.
Included in its many acts
of pioneer violence was
what some historians hold
the first shot fired in the
Civil War. Pattrick
Laughlin, the first tin-
smith, had joined the
Doniphan Danites without
knowing that it was a free
state secret society
committed to the
agsassination of all pro-
s}?asvery men.

- When Laughlin
discovered the company

'he was keeping he went to

St. Joseph and published
the secrets of the Danites.
On the morning of Nov. 28,
1855, he was approached
on the street by Samuel
Collins, a loyal Danite who
operated a sawmill on the
river bank. Collins fired at
Laughlin point blank, but
the gun didn’t go off. He
then stabbed Laughlin,
Collins was then shot by a
Laughlin admirer named
Lynch. Collins clubbed
Lynch into un-
consciousness with his gun
butt before dying.
Laughlin and Lynch
recovered, but the in-
cident resulted in the
disbandingof the Danites.


































